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Confucian Political Thought in the Context of Transcultural Tension:
The Plans of Kang You-wei and Sun Yat-sen to Achieve Modernization
and an Ideal Society of Great Unity

Za%E (LIU Tsang-long)

After China was defeated in the First Sino—Japanese War in 1895, calls for reform in
the political system became increasingly urgent. Kang You-wei, who stood for reform,
advocated for constitutional monarchy (£ F 173, junzhu lixian), while Sun Yat-sen,
who stood for revolution, advocated for a republic. However, the two shared a vision for
China's modernization; both pursued democracy, freedom, and social equality. In addi-
tion to Western influences, the Confucian ideal of "Grand Unity" (/X[5], datong) in soci-
ety served as a basis for the political thought of both. This paper will focus on Kang and
Sun's ideals of Grand Unity in order to explore how China's intellectuals a century ago
formulated a response to the challenges of modernization by aiming for an ideal Confu-
cian society. Since its founding in the Spring and Autumn period, Confucian thought has
proven resilient and capable of adopting new forms, particularly in times of great
change and cultural crises. A hallmark of Confucianism is its power to revitalize and re-
shape culture during times of devastation and ability to absorb new innovations while
maintaining its link to tradition. This was true of Confucius and Mencius themselves, as
well as the Tang and Song Confucians who responded to the challenges of Buddhism
and Taoism. It was also true of the late-Qing intelligentsia. If Confucianism has an or-
thodox school of thought, it can be defined as the notion of cross-culturalism. In the
face of a fractured yet continuous cultural context, Confucianism blends multiple cul-
tures with an open mindset. Confucianism generates creativity from internal and exter-
nal cultural tensions. In the twenty-first century, nationalism remains a powerful force in
the world and continues to fuel emerging disputes in Europe and East Asia. Political and
economic conflicts are a growing threat to democratic societies. As we attempt to tease
out the patterns and meanings behind these complex and contradictory realities, could
the modernization solutions proposed by Chinese intellectuals a century ago offer some
inspiration?



Wu Weiye and his
‘Long-Poem on Two Masters from Chu’

(Chu liang sheng xing &4 1T)

Ridiger Breuer (fH&E)

The professional storyteller Liu Jingting fil&{ 5 (1592-1674/75) and the
storysinger Su Kunsheng #xE4 (1605?-1679) lived and were active during the
years of the Manchu invasion and gradual conquest of China, a time of traumatic
events with far-reaching consequences for Chinese society. While Liu Jingting’s
activities are well documented in contemporary sources and while he has already
been the subject of a number of scholarly studies, source material is generally much
less available and significant for Su Kunsheng. To the modern reader, the two
performers are probably best known as key figures in Kong Shangren’s fL.[&{f kunqu
opera Taohua shan BkfEES (“The Peach Blossom Fan”) (1699).

Despite their different personal backgrounds and specializations, the two
performers were united by a common persuasion and interests. They were both being
sought after by members of a network of ‘remnant officials’ (yimin &) who had
chosen to cooperate with the new dynasty. Motivations for such contacts on the part
of these literati were complex but generally included feelings of nostalgia, which they
cultivated and exchanged by collectively attending Liu Jingting’s and Su Kunsheng’s
“Ming”-style performances. These scholars also composed poetry and prose pieces
which they dedicated to the two performers.

The presentation focuses on a poem by one of these yimin, Wu Weiye ={& £
(1609-1672), a major poet and writer of the Ming and Qing periods. This important
poem was apparently well received by contemporaries and was included in several
early-Qing anthologies. It gives evidence of Liu Jingting’s life and activities before and
after the fall of the Ming, including the time of his service as a professional storyteller
and counsellor in the camp of Ming general Zuo Liangyu. Su Kunsheng, like Liu, was an
important guest at Zuo Liangyu's camp and displayed national sentiment. The poem
and its preface illustrate to what extent both performers were involved in political and
military strives and how they dealt with their disappointment and disillusionment
over the loss of their country. The text also gives clues to Wu Weiye’s motivations in
writing and dedicating poems and prose pieces to performing artists and therefore is
an important contemporary source for gauging the mentality of Chinese intellectuals
in times of political change.



Taiwan Around 1900, As Seen From the 1905 Labour Census
Registers and Recent Socio-economic Research

Christine Moll-Murata

In this semester, | teach a translation course on the socioeconomic history of
Taiwan. During this course, we are addressing topics such as the use of various types
of fuel in late 19th- and early 20th-century Taiwan, or the impact of the North-South
railway, which operated since 1905, on agricultural production. The literature we
study is largely based on statistical data from the Japanese colonial period. For my
own previous studies on labour relations in Taiwan around 1900, | also used colonial
labour statistics. Expanding this research and in order to enhance the quantitative
results, | will explore sources such as those applied in the recent Taiwanese research
studied in this term. Among these, works published by the Provisional Research Unit
on Old Customs in Taiwan (FEHG & EEE A <) promise to contain rich
information on labour organization, on family farms and businesses, as well as on the
issue of male, female and child labour.
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